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Det Con Jim Boyling worked for the now-disbanded Special Demonstrations Squad

A former undercover police officer has been sacked from the Met after having a
sexual relationship with a woman in a campaign group he was targeting.
Det Con Jim Boyling, who worked for the Special Demonstrations Squad (SDS), was
found guilty of gross misconduct.
Using the name Sutton he infiltrated the campaign group Reclaim The Streets and had
relationships with three women.
Det Con Boyling has accused Scotland Yard of having "selective amnesia" about what
he had previously told them.
It is the first time such a finding has been made in relation to an undercover officer.

The Met said his actions had been "unacceptable".
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'Rosa' says her sense of reality has been taken away from her (picture posed by model)

Posing as a fellow anti-roads protester, the officer had relationships with women in the
group.
When the third woman, known only as Rosa for legal reasons, tracked him down in
2001 they resumed the relationship and the officer subsequently revealed his true
identity.
They married and had two children but she left him six years later, accusing the officer
of not only tricking her into the first relationship, but psychologically manipulating
her into getting back together and forming a family.

Guardian

Det Con Boyling used the name Jim Sutton when he infiltrated the anti-roads campaign group

During the week-long disciplinary hearing, a panel heard allegations the officer had
begun a sexual relationship with Rosa "without authorisation and without a policing
purpose".
The panel ruled this amounted to gross misconduct.
It further ruled the officer had failed to disclose the relationship to his superiors and
he broke strict police rules by admitting to Rosa he was an undercover officer.
"Undercover policing is an important and lawful tactic, but it must never be abused,"
Deputy Assistant Commissioner Richard Martin said.
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Environmental campaigner "Monica" said she was tricked into a sexual relationship with Det Con Boyling

Det Con Boyling, who was an officer for 30 years, said: "The disciplinary charge from
the Met specifies that I had a relationship which constituted misconduct because it
was 'without a police purpose'.
"The position of the Met appears to be that a relationship entered into as an
operational tactic is acceptable, but a genuine one resulting in marriage and children
constitutes misconduct."
He said he used his real name and registered his occupation as a police officer on the
marriage certificate and both birth certificates, and that Rosa knew he had worked
undercover. He also made a written declaration of his marriage to the Met's vetting
unit.
"The Met does a good line in selective amnesia, as indeed they do in selective
disclosure," he added.

Det Con Boyling said he did not contest the Met disciplinary hearing because he could
not afford to stay in London during the proceedings, and did not wish to drag former
colleagues and his ex-wife through the process.
However, he said he would give evidence to the public inquiry into undercover
policing.
The Metropolitan Police has already made an unreserved apology to Rosa and 11 other
women who had relationships with undercover officers and has paid out substantial
sums in settlements to the women.

Undercover Police abuses: How "Monica" ended up in relationship
Undercover officer faces prosecution bid
Undercover police inquiry head urged to go
Police took 'squatters' rights' on dead children's identities
Undercover police inquiry: Can it get to the truth?

Home News US Election Sport Business Innovation Culture Arts Travel Earth Video Live Audio Weather

BBC Shop

BBC in other languages

1:23

Undercover Met Police officer sacked over relationship https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-london-43992692

3 of 4 15/10/2024, 07:52

https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cj3ergr8209t
https://www.bbc.com/sport
https://www.bbc.com/business
https://www.bbc.com/innovation
https://www.bbc.com/culture
https://www.bbc.com/arts
https://www.bbc.com/travel
https://www.bbc.com/future-planet
https://www.bbc.com/video
https://www.bbc.com/live
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds
https://www.bbc.com/weather
https://shop.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43957300
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43957300
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43957299
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43957299
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43487941
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43487941
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43472630
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43472630
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43030681
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43030681
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43957300
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43957300
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43957300
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43957300
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43957299
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43957299
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43957299
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43957299
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43487941
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43487941
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43487941
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43487941
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43472630
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43472630
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43472630
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43472630
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43030681
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43030681
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43030681
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-43030681
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cj3ergr8209t
https://www.bbc.com/sport
https://www.bbc.com/business
https://www.bbc.com/innovation
https://www.bbc.com/culture
https://www.bbc.com/arts
https://www.bbc.com/travel
https://www.bbc.com/future-planet
https://www.bbc.com/video
https://www.bbc.com/live
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds
https://www.bbc.com/weather
https://shop.bbc.com/


Follow BBC on:

Terms of Use About the BBC Privacy Policy Cookies Accessibility Help Contact the BBC Advertise with us Do not share or sell my info

Contact technical support

Copyright 2024 BBC. All rights reserved.  The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our approach to external linking.
 

Undercover Met Police officer sacked over relationship https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-london-43992692

4 of 4 15/10/2024, 07:52

https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/terms
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/terms
https://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/privacy/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/privacy/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact
https://www.bbc.com/advertisingcontact
https://www.bbc.com/advertisingcontact
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/how-can-i-change-my-bbc-cookie-settings/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/how-can-i-change-my-bbc-cookie-settings/
https://www.bbc.com/contact-bbc-com-help
https://www.bbc.com/contact-bbc-com-help
https://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/guidance/feeds-and-links
https://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/guidance/feeds-and-links
https://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/guidance/feeds-and-links

